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on Point

by Mike Hayden

Governor’s One-Shot Turkey
Hunt Wants Young Hunters

hen I proposed the Kansas Governor’s
WOne—Shot Turkey Hunt in 1987, I wanted

to showcase Kansas’ outstanding
hunting opportunities, as well as our great hospi-
tality. With the help of Marv McCown, then El
Dorado’s Chamber of Commerce Executive Vice
President, and a few thousand local volunteers
and landowners, the event has grown beyond our
expectations over the last 20 years. My successors
as governor have supported and participated in
the event. Gov. Sebelius took her first turkey two
years ago and was successful last spring, as well.

Today, 80 celebrity hunters are invited each
spring. Annually, more than 600 volunteers, 85
hunting guides, and 250 landowners help make
the hunt a success. The public banquet, which
drew 200 people that first year, now attracts more
than 700. The event is nationally recognized and
has put Kansas and El Dorado on the map.

And while I'm proud of how the event has
evolved, I'm particularly fond of the youth pro-
gram that was started in 2002. Each spring six
lucky young hunters are selected to participate.
Applicants must be 12-18 years old and have
completed a hunter education course. A parent or
guardian must accompany each youngster during
the weekend, except while they are hunting with
their guide.

Each of the six young hunters will be provided
with a personal hunting guide, tickets to all the
events, hotel accommodations, turkey permits,
lifetime hunting licenses (sponsored by Cabela’s),
as well as gifts from Gus Bader and Tristar
Sporting Arms. The six hunters will be intro-
duced to turkey hunting by experienced guides in
some of Kansas’ best turkey hunting woods. The

youth and their sponsors will meet Gov. Sebelius
and will be involved in nearly all the weekend
events. Exposing youngsters to hunting and the
positive side of such an event is vital in recruiting
these young people into the hunting tradition.

This year the Governor’s One-Shot Turkey Hunt
will take place April 12-14. Eligible youth should
contact John Moore at jmoore72@cox.net or Gene
White, P.O. Box 308, El Dorado, KS 67042 for an
application. Applications must be submitted by
January 15, 2007. Moore and White co-chair the
selection committee and will help select the lucky
recipients from the pool of applicants.

“This is a great opportunity for any youngster
who has an interest hunting,” White said. “We
look for young people who might not normally
get an opportunity to hunt turkeys, and we sur-
round them with quality people to ensure they
enjoy an outstanding outdoor experience. We’d
like to think that some of these young hunters
will discover that hunting is something they want
to do the rest of their lives. Young people are the
future of hunting and wildlife conservation.”

Another important part of the Governor’s One-
Shot Turkey Hunt event is the scholarship pro-
gram. Each year college students who are
studying wildlife management or natural
resource conservation are eligible for scholar-
ships. The annual One-Shot Banquet Auction
raises money that is added to donations provided
by generous supporters such as Slim Flinchum,
Mark Elliot, Koch Industries, and Jeanette Rudy.
For information about the Willis Scholarship
Foundation, Inc. call (316) 321-3835.
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2007 Photo Issue

outAocor Kamsas is full of hidden tveasuves. The calls of
passing geese ov the sight of a cavdinal in a swowy tvee
may e familiar to all, but Aeeper secrets com be found
by looking closer - even in & city backyavd. I Komsas’ wild
places, the unusual is often the norm. Ovbsevving new
things is pawvt of the never-ending thvill of visiting the nat-
uval wovld. | feel lucky to Ao this on & Aaily basts.

This photo issue is Aedicated to the secvet things we
seldom see, or n some cases, things we simply Aow't take
time to look at; the vast sky at night, & cicada emerging
from its shell, a bavy killdeer with its mothey, ov & Yob-
white singing i praivie Flowers.

Some of my vavest photos from 20 years ave includea on
these pages. They volve amimal behavioy, things in unex-
pected places, color abevvations ov maguificent skies. |
wish | could tell yvou what i+ was like to be theve - the
smells, the sounds, the touch of the wind at each
moment. But if you've captivated by such imagevy,
chamnces ave you alveady know.

| hope you enjoy this issue amd help keep our state clean
omd beautiful. As always, | thauk God for the veauty
amd expevience of the outdoovs. I'll keep searching for

Komsas' hidden treasuves amd hope you Ao, too.
Mike Blaiv

Front Cover: A bur-
rowing owl attacks a

swift fox that passes
through its nesting terri-
tory. Mike Blair used a
600mm lens, /5.6 @
1/500th sec. Back:
Kansas skies are a kalei-
doscope of changing
color. Mike Blair shot
this Barber County
sunset with a 600mm
lens, f/16 @ 1/500th sec.

Editorial Creed: To promote the conservation and wise use of our natural
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is available to all individuals without regard to race, color, national origin, sex,
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of the Secretary, Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks, 1020 S Kansas Ave.,
Topeka, KS 66612.
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Stovmms, lightuing, haloes,
stows, flevy suusets - all
ave uusual i thelr own
way. Mawy skies awve
unfovrgettabple.
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PreAdation, selAdom
obsevved, is the basis of
life for many amimals.
Fascimating omd Avamatic,
iH's the simple give-ama-

take of watuvral ovder.
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A baww owl avvives at its nest with & fleAgling
red-winged vlackbivd. Photographed at 130 awm,,
this wight hunter no Aoubt valded pond cattails
as Hhe vickm slept. In aa month of obsevvation, this
was the ownly bivd | saw retuvned to the owlets,
which novmally ate o Aiet of vodeuts.
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Look cavefully at the fewmale
vluevivd. Hev brokeu leg healed
natuvally in o misshapen position.
Despite this hamdicap, she vaiseA
three broods the same year in &
hollow apple tree. Such am njury
com cause suffeving amd Ailficulty,
vet the bivd ovevcame it
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Look clesely at the
Aetails. You'll often £ina
SUvprises missed m o
casual glamce. Coloy,
camonflage, and
symmetvy tell stovies
that lead to greater

kwow\ea\ge of the outAoovs.
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Crawdad, Pratt County
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WilAlife Aeals with life as Wt is.

Heat, cold, enewmies, Aiseases and

pavasites ave met i Aivect fashion.
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Killdeer with chick, Linn County
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Prey may turn on predators when
young awve at stake. When o coyote
got close to a prowghorn Lawn, two
Aoces gave chase, overtaking amd
hooking the Aodging hunter seveval
times vebfove it veached the Aistomt
fenceline amd safety. The coyote
litevally vom Lov its life in Hhis
seldom-seen encounter.
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Rawve colov phases mavk
some amimals oA provide
Suvprising obsevvatiows.
Heve, & hawk, & young mule
Aeey, omd a hew tuvkey
show the umnatuval white
colovation that makes
them unique anad
hamdicaps thewm
throughout their lives in
the natural wovlA.
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Defeunse is fight or flight. Dominamce fov
mating vights amd protection from enemies

ave Aaily vituals seldom witnessed vy mawm.
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Western hognose snake feigning death, Pratt County
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A captive cow elk stvips amd eats velvet from o
late-summer bull. The Avying skin of havd amtlers
provides high protein for the novmally hevbivorous
cow, omA while such vehavior s not novmal, it is
vecovdeA w litevatuve.

Moose in Komsas? This amimall, £av Lrom s novmal
howme in the mountainous west, tvawveled thrvough
Wyoming, Nebvaska, omd Komsas in om oAA
Aepavture Brom expected behaviov.
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Rio Grande turkeys, Stafford County
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Migrations ov mating uvrges
allow umwexpected sightings.
Seldom is & big white-tailed
buck caunght i the
magnificence of full sunlight,
but i+ happeuns in Novewmver
while he seavches fov Aces.

A vave view of o wooA stovk n
Koamsas is made move
Avowmatic by the incidental
vendezvous with o white
pelicom.
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Young omd old, animals may tvawvel together
Lov compamionship ov mutual protection. Such
paivings make umusual outrdoor moments.

other unfovgettavle images ave found in

the action of a fight or the simplicity of &
quiet moment speut grooming.
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Bald eagles, Riley County
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Like paintings, the eavth i its seasons

Aelivevs a plethova of vavieA loamdscapes.
Beauty is i the eye of the beholdey, ana
theve is something for everyone outrdoors.

Step outside and see for yourseld.
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Backlash

by Mike Miller

The Weather’s Fine

e Kansans enjoyed some beautiful weather this
Wpast fall. If you only visited Kansas once and it

was one of many days in early November, you
have a favorable impression of our fair state. However,
there was one day that I'm sure convinced many visitors
never to return. It was cold and the wind howled more
than 50 mph — with gusts even higher! As usual, I com-
plained bitterly, but I've decided that we need those
days, just like we need 105-degree summer days with
the wind blowing blast furnace-like at 40 mph. Weather
makes Kansas what it is and one of those things is
lightly populated.

Besides, I can’t imagine what we Kansans would do
without the weather to worry about? What would our
newscasters do for half of their show? And how would
we make small talk without our weather to discuss? We
need weather extremes. They keep us busy and the
riffraff out. I'm not sure what riffraff is, but it sounds
like something we don’t want.

It's easy, though, to fall into the trap of thinking life
would be better if the weather was always pleasant. I
remember one fine spring day when Lennie and I were
pond fishing with Lennie’s visiting cousin Wishbone, who
was from a little town in central Kansas. I don’t think
Wishbone is the brightest bulb on Lennie's family tree.

“One of these days, I'm going to move to a state where
the weather is like this year-round,” he vowed as he
warmed his face in the April sun. “Like — Nebraska!”

“Nebraska!” Lennie hooted. “You think the weather is
like this year-round in Nebraska? Just where do you
think Nebraska is?”

“Uh, T don’t know, but I thought I'd read something
about vacationing in Nebraska and how great the
weather was. Isn’t it near California?”

“Yeah,” Lennie snorted. “Just a hop, skip and a jump.
Wishbone, you grew up 80 miles from Nebraska. It's
colder up there in the winter than it is here. Didn’t they
teach geography in your high school?”

Wishbone had clammed up. He knew that anything he
said could and would be used against him. Lennie never
forgets.

“Ah yes. Sunny, tropical Nebraska,” Lennie rolled on.
“Come to Nebraska where the weather’s always warm
and the beaches are lined with white sand. And if you
buy that, I've got some ocean-front property in Iowa I'd
like to sell you,” he chuckled.

Wishbone hung is head even lower, knowing that this
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was only the beginning. Lennie was warming up for when
he and Wishbone would be around the rest of the brothers
and cousins at the family dinner later that evening.

But Wishbone’s comment got me thinking about how
people migrate to places with consistently pleasant
weather. Just look at how populations have soared in
California and Florida. One of the things I like best
about Kansas is the population density, or lack thereof.
No crowds, no lines, no traffic.

Low population density is just one of the good things
about Kansas. A quick glance through this issue will
give you many more reasons to like Kansas. Good
things include: unparalleled, four-species upland bird
hunting; one of the longest turkey seasons in the U.S.;
top-notch white-tailed deer and mule deer hunting;
undiscovered small game hunting; excellent waterfowl
hunting and world renowned wetlands (Cheyenne
Bottoms WA and Quivira NWR); uncrowded fishing for
bass, catfish, walleye, wipers, stripers, crappie, and
white bass; 24 state parks with hiking, biking, and
riding trails, as well as water access; there’s wide-open
spaces for just about any other outdoor activity you can
think of; and the friendly people — by and large, Kansas
folks are some of the nicest you'll encounter anywhere.

But this ain’t your Wishbone’s Nebraska. If you live in
Kansas for any length of time, you’'ll endure: heat —
many days over 100 degrees each summer and in the
eastern third of the state, it’s humid, too. Wind — you
can count on many days each season with sustained
winds of 30 mph. And you can count of a few days each
year when the wind will blow 50 mph or even 60 mph.
Cold — we’ll have our share of single-digit tempera-
tures, and that’s before you figure in wind chill. Snow —
we don’t have lots of snow, but since the wind usually
blows, we’ll have deep drifts. Tornados — thanks to
Dorothy, Kansas tornados are no secret. Did I mention
wind? And finally drought — many parts of the state
are still in the grips of our latest drought.

But I'm not complaining, at this moment, anyway.
Right now I'm counting my blessings. I can’t imagine
living in a state with 40 million other people. The 2.5
million who call Kansas home are plenty. So come visit
us and enjoy what Kansas has to offer. But if you let one
of our wonderful fall or spring days lull you into
thinking that Kansas would be a nice place to live
because of the weather, Lennie has a quaint cottage on
the beach he’d sell real cheap.
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